
   

Sun. 3rd Sept. / Adventure Walk / Great Asby Scar National Nature Reserve / 
12 miles, B / Stuart King. There were seven Dumfries Ramblers and four “old 
faces”, Helen & Bill, Alison & Ian Tinning. The weather was good for walking being 
overcast and mild, the high cloud not interfering with superb views throughout the 
day. Starting form Orton in East Cumbria a footpath route headed north to Crosby 
Lodge (passing Robin Hood`s Grave) where track and path headed east to the 
B6260 and shortly after, the limestone pavement of Great Asby Scar. Track then 
footpath across the Nature Reserve saw the group on lower ground at Stony Head 
then later at Acres footpath then minor road turned west back to Orton.  

The settled weather and light condition gave glorious dark look to the surrounding 
hills. There was Cross Fell and Great Dun Fell to the north, the west Lakes to the 
east and the Howgills to the south. Interestingly High Cup Nick stood out in the 

brief sunshine. Although fairly flat the limestone pavement was quite dramatic with 
its multitude of “grykes” (grassy crevices). There was an avoidance of cattle and 
bull early on where nearby there was a herd of highland cattle. An interesting 
encounter with a farmer came later on lower ground plus a sighting of a number of 
trail bikes. Slightly longer than thought this was the most enjoyable of “adventures”. 
Having missed last orders at the “chocolate shop” the nearby watering hole came 
to the rescue.  
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Sat. 9th Sept. / Day Walk / Rodger Law, Comb Law / 11 mls. B / Peter Challis. 
Eight ramblers came along for this one in the Durisdeer Hills north of Dumfries. It 
was a good walking day being sunny/cloudy, mild with clear views all round. 
Following mostly fence lines the route (after parking at the Daer Reservoir) 
headed west climbing steadily uphill on grassy ground to Comb Law, the first of a 
number of tops. The group then headed south across Hirstane Rig to Ballencleuch 
Law and further on to Scaw`d Law. From here fence then vehicle track headed 
southeast to Wedder Law. The vehicle track continued towards Shiel Dod winding 
its way down towards the Daer Water valley. The route having now turned north 
continued towards the Daer Reservoir finishing with a short stretch of minor road.  

The group found themselves extremely lucky for just after starting back to 
Dumfries there was a short period of torrential rain which would of course have 
spoiled the walk if the group were caught in it! The views all round throughout the 
day were superb with many familiar features picked out. This landscape is well 
known for moorland wildlife and early on a hare was seen and throughout there 
were grouse as well. During the walk there was a brief stop to reflect on the two 
deaths that occurred here so tragically last winter. Underfoot the terrain was 
grassy and firm, the walking later made easier by the hillside vehicle tracks. Didn’t 
stop for usual after walk refreshments – perhaps it was the sight of the heavy 
rain.  

Sun. 10th Sept./ Day Walk / Caldons Burn & Lamachan Hill / 8.5 miles, B+ / 
Tom Lindsay. There was a forecast of sweeping rain accompanied by strong 
winds. With this prospect especially with some high level walking involved it was 
decided to cancel this outing to the Galloway hills at Glen Trool. The three 
ramblers who came along (Tom, Ken & Isabel) were in full agreement with no 
desire for a plan B. So plan C was implemented which was tea and cakes at 
Tom’s house together with a promise of a future outing in this area.  

Sun. 17th Sept. / Half Day Walk / Byreburnside Wood (Canonbie) / 5 miles, C / 
Stuart King. This is an area with lots of 
interest not just countryside but history in the 
form of disused railway and Border Reivers. 
Parking was at a parking area at 
Byreburnside and after a short woodland 
walk (the Fairy Loop) the route headed north 
following the path of the disused railway. 
Leaving it by Glencartholm the way more or 
less parallel with the River Esk (south) 



passing the sawmill at Byreburnfoot just a short distance from Canonbie. 

Although very scenic with paths (and Core Paths) there was some difficulty in 
following the disused railway but after some head scratching all went well.  

Although quite cool at the start with a hint of rain the weather settled down. History 
took the form of Gilnockie Railway Station (site of), nearby Gilnockie Tower (the 
Clan Armstrong) and an old mill. Although a fair distance away a worthwhile trip 
for all the interest and excitement. 

Sat. 23rd Sept./ Sun 24th Sept./ Melrose Weekend Away.  

   

  

   

A Selection of Photos from The Melrose Weekend 

Just a brief summary of the walks as there were eight outings over the three 
days – 3 on Saturday, 3 on Sunday and 2 on Monday. The weather was very 
favourable on Saturday and Sunday being mild, dry, periods of sunshine but 
mainly lightly overcast. After heavy rain through the night Monday dawned muggy, 

 



drizzly at first and very low mist giving a “rain forest” look before brightening up 
later.  

Saturday: 

Grace led a group of eleven on a C grade walk from the hotel through Darnick 
village to Abbotsford. After some time there the return was along the riverside path 
with an option to continue to Melrose for some sightseeing (and shopping).  

Marion led a group of eleven on a linear C+ walk of 8 miles, starting at nearby 
Bowden Village. The route crossed Faughhill Moor to Cauldshiels Loch and 
Faldonside Loch. Thereafter descending to the riverside passing Abbotsford to 
join the Borders Abbeys Way back to the hotel.  

Stuart led a group of fourteen on the section of the Borders Abbeys Way (B grade 
walk of 10 miles) from Selkirk back to the hotel. After catching the bus to the start 
the route made use of minor roads and well-marked paths, passing Cauldshiels 
Loch and stopping at Abbotsford tearoom before continuing along the Tweed to 
the hotel. 

Sunday: 

Ken led a group of eight on a linear walk of C grade walk and 5.5 miles from 
Innerleithen to Peebles using the disused railway following the course of the 
Tweed. Car and bus involved in this outing. 

Marion led a group of sixteen on a C grade walk of 8 miles starting at Melrose. 
The Borders Abbeys Way through Newstead passed the Roman Encampment 
(and fort) at Trimontivm before continuing to Leaderfoot and later using the 
disused railway to Old Melrose. Woodland, disused railway and track formed the 
return passing the Rhymer`s Stone then Newstead and Melrose to the hotel.  

John, starting at the hotel led a group of 12 on a B grade walk of 8 miles over the 
3 Eildons hills plus a lower  “bump” of Little Hill – a fourth Eildon? The route took 
the form of a figure of eight using well-marked paths. The return passed the 
Rhymer`s Stone then into Melrose for cups of tea and ice cream. 

Monday: 

Eric and Vivienne led a group of 10 on a C grade walk of 5.5 miles starting at St. 
Boswells. The route followed St. Cuthberts Way crossing the Tweed to “visit” 
Dryburgh. Minor road continued to Mertoun Bridge where after crossing, the St. 
Cuthberts Way was followed back to St. Boswells.  



Peter took a group of 10 on a 7-mile C+ walk starting at the Leaderfoot Bridge. 
The west bank of the Leader Water was followed through woodland north towards 
Earlston.  

Special mention must be made to Sally and Kate from the Melrose Ramblers who 
helped with the benefit of their knowledge when it was most needed. Many 
thanks – and come over and visit Dumfries and Galloway 

Sat.7th Oct. / Day Walk / Royal Four Towns / 8 miles, C / Marion Glover. 
Eleven ramblers came along for this walk just a short distance north of Dumfries. 
Parking was at the bowling club end of Castle Loch at Lochmaben. Although 
overcast with the threat of rain the weather remained dry and later in the day 
ended in glorious sunshine. The route followed a path alongside the north end of 
the loch before turning south following way-marked paths across fields to Heck. 
The group headed east to the river Annan following the riverbank south bypassing 
Greenhill then turned inland to Hightae. The way back simply followed the 
Annandale Way north alongside the east side of Lochmaben Loch to the start. 

Joe and Joyce decided to only do part of the walk, returning to Lochmaben to wait 
for the others. Although following paths and tracks it was quite muddy underfoot 
and there were places where the surrounding scenery could be enjoyed. At Heck 
there were “gingerbread” style houses and some interesting history regarding the 
locals who supported Robert the Bruce. At Hightae there was a craft fair which 
provided a suitable lunch stop, some of the group taking time to enjoy the crafts. 
The meandering riverside was a delight especially when seeing the barnacle 
geese flying overhead. At castle Loch there were the ruins of the castle, plus 
wooden bird sculptures and an example of a “Celtic” log boat. A good day! 

Sun. 8th Oct. / Day Walk / Kinnelhead (Beattock) / 9 miles, B / Dai Llewellyn. 
There was a good turnout of thirteen ramblers on a good day weather-wise. 
Mostly sunny, breezy and clear visibility all round. Starting at a disused quarry on 
the “Crooked Brae” the route followed a track west through Kinnelhead farm and 
further on Blairmack farm. Shortly after before leaving the track there was a tea 
break with time to admire the developing remote scenery. The group then wound 
its way upwards first to Hamarty Hill then Mid Height the direction now being south 
with a “march dyke” just a little bit further making use of its shelter for lunch. The 
route now simply followed the dyke east to Peat Hill where just slightly further the 
descent to Lochanhead farm track followed a fence line. Bypassing Kinnelhead 
the minor road back to the quarry ended a fine day’s walking. 

There were excellent views in all directions. The Durisdeer Hills were prominent to 
the west including a glimpse of the Daer Reservoir. To the south Queensberry 



while way to the east easily seen was Hartfell and the Moffat Valley hills. 
Following the “March dyke” the nearby Craighoar hill with its steep craggy slopes 
was really dramatic looking and Harestane Heights (though not part of the route) 
looked equally grand. Underfoot the going was mostly firm the changing colours to 
autumn very evident. There were some sheep and cattle dotted about and yappy 
dogs at Blairmack farm. To end a very enjoyable day Brodies in Moffat provided 
the perfect place for tea and cakes. 

Sun. 15th Oct. / Adventure Walk / Lakes, High Stile / 9 miles, B / Tom Lindsay. 
Just three ramblers (Tom, Ken and Isobel) braved the weather forecast and 
headed down to the central Lakes, parking at the National Trust car park at 
Buttermere. This classic circuit started well for after crossing the spit of land 
between the two lakes (Crummock Water and Buttermere) the route followed the 
clearly marked path alongside Scales Force before climbing steadily to Red Pike. 
With deteriorating weather, mainly very strong southerly wind and driving drizzle it 
was decided to descend after reaching High Stile. The “adventurous” descent 
(steep) involved slipping and sliding and sections of scree saw the trio down at 
Burtness Wood alongside Buttermere. It was from here a straightforward route 
back across the spit of land and straight into the Fish Inn for well-earned 
refreshments before heading home. 

Highlights of the day were of course the spectacular Scales Force waterfall (the 
highest in the English Lake District) and the misty views of both Crummoch Water 
and Buttermere. Cloud of course obscured the mountain scenery which on a 
better day would be stunning. All agreed despite a shortened route the walk was 
worthwhile and thoroughly enjoyable – a real adventure. Tom will offer this walk 
again in a future program. 

Sat. 21st Oct. / Day Walk / Auchenfad to Mabie Forest / 8 mls.C / Jim & Alison. 
Nine ramblers came along for this local walk. The weather, though quite overcast 
remained predominantly dry with just a couple of short, light showers throughout. 
Parking was along the Auchenfad minor road just beyond the Whinny Hill. The first 
part of the walk was a loop involving forest tracks and paths on the south side of 
the road, emerging a short distance from the cross road of tracks nears Troston. 
The route then followed the track to Lochaber Loch. Joining the brown route then 
a cycle track the group made their way towards Butterhole Hill. The descent used 
the access road to the water works which left just a short distance of road walking 
back to the start. 

Walking on tracks and paths was good and firm which gave the group plenty of 
opportunity to look about and enjoy the fine scenery. Although mostly forest there 



were lots of open views. Lochaber (ICI) Loch looked grand and later on higher 
ground there were clear views across to Criffel and down the Solway to the sea. 
The forest offered shelter from the short showers and there were welcome stops 
for tea break and lunch during the walk. This was a slightly different approach to 
our local forest and all agreed it was most enjoyable. 

Sun. 22nd Oct. / Day Walk / Quarrelwood / 8 miles, B / Dave McMaster. Six 
ramblers started this local walk, parking near Quarrelwood (a fine country house) 
just beyond Duncow. This was a very varied outing using farmland, paths, tracks 
and woodland. The route more or less paralleled the road emerging at the newly 
painted red Tabernacle Church. Using a core path through the Dalswinton Estate, 
Dalswinton itself was reached and shortly after a track wound its way steadily 
uphill passing High Townhead aiming for a strip of forest called The Belt. Crossing 
fields and climbing, the cairned summit of Mulloch was soon reached. The return 
involved a steep descent to Wild Cat Glen where a cross-country route paralleling 
the road led back to Quarrelwood. 

The weather stayed fine with a mixture of cloud and sunshine. Although mild at 
low levels Mulloch was exposed to a strong and cool westerly wind. Underfoot 
farmland was muddy and wet often churned up by cattle. The woods were an 
absolute delight autumn showing itself with falling leaves. Two dykes (plus barbed 
wire) proved an interesting challenge. The route was slightly changed descending 
Mulloch due to an imminent clay pigeon shooting event. There were excellent 
views all round – across the Nith to Portrack and beyond to Criffel just to mention 
two of many (we’ll not include the wind farms on nearby Fernhill). Lots of other 
interests as well including 

the Tabernacle Church, a newly constructed memorial area in the Dalswinton 
Estate Woods, a “telephone box shop” and Quarrelwood itself (the owner giving 
the group a little history). A really good day and a well thought out and constructed 
route. 

Sun. 29th Oct. / Half Day Walk / Neilson’s Monument, Barstobrick / 4 miles, C 
/ Stuart King. The exceptionally fine sunny weather, warm with little or no wind 
most certainly was enough to entice a large group of fifteen to come out. After 
parking at the Equestrian Visitors Centre the group initially walked south on a 
track paralleling the A762 to the farm at Fellend. Road then headed northeast to 
the Queenshill Estate with its Visitor Centre and Walled Garden. A track continued 
north towards Barstobrick farm where just beyond a footpath zigzagged its way to 
the hill summit and Nelson’s Monument (and of course a well earned tea stop). 



The descent followed the normal route back down to the Equestrian Centre.  

  
This was a walk with lots of history and interest and a bit of excitement which took 
the form of a docile bull accidentally stumbled across on the walk to Fellend. The 
Queenshill Estate Visitor’s Centre had lots of history of the Estate Development 
and of course “Hot Blast Neilson”. The newly restored walled garden was a real 
treat showing off its autumn colours. The Equestrian Centre (some stayed for tea) 
was quite busy with all sorts of things going on. All in all a great day and very 
much enjoyed. 

Sat. 4th Nov / Day Walk / Auchinleck, Dumfries House, Ochiltree /                    
9 or 4 miles, C / Frank Hall. Eighteen walkers left from Tesco’s car park in 
Auchinleck and followed Lord Bate`s Walk and then Lugar Water to Dumfries 
House Estate. After passing the Estate Farm and a short stop at Temple Gate, 
four “4 mile “ walkers parted company to further examine the famous Palladian 
Country House and Gardens. The rest of the group continued westwards up and 
down an abandoned “bing” then alongside the Lugar Water to Ochiltree where 
lunch was taken at the weir. We then continued north then east through fields and 
along a bit of road to reach the Barony A-Frame, a preserved headgear with an 
interesting open air mining museum. The walk then continued via the “bing” to 
Dumfries House Estate and Gardens then back to Auchinleck.  

Although the weather was a mixture of sunshine and showers with some muddy 
patches underfoot everyone thoroughly enjoyed this very interesting walk with its 
sites and social history in an area believed to be the first for Dumfries Ramblers  

Sun. 5th Nov./ Day Walk / Terregles Mast / 10 miles, B / Stuart King.This was 
the perfect sunny wintry day with lots of blue sky and little or no wind (except on 
higher ground). There was a good turnout of fourteen ramblers, parkaded west 
towards Cargenbank leaving it along a minor road going north. By Seeside farm 
the route then climbed uphill over farmland to the fort on Beacon Hill (a stop for a 
tea break here). Descending from here to White Hill Wood forest tracks led to the 



access road 
for Terregles 
Mast. After a 
steep pull up 
to the summit 
it was time for 
lunch and to 
absorb the wonderful 360-degree panoramic views. The descent more or less 
across farmland headed to High Grove Cottages then shortly after the road to 
Terregles Village. All that remained was a relaxing walk back along a minor road 
to the cars.  

The weather undoubtedly added to the enjoyment of the walk the lovely sunshine 
showing off the autumn colours a treat. There were super views all round 
throughout with lots of familiar features identified, the Lowther Hills, the Moffat 
Hills, the Cairnharrow Range and of course Criffel with the Lakes profiled across 
the Solway in the background, to name just a few. Underfoot it was reasonably dry 
though some of the fields were a little churned up. At Terregles Village there was 
a brief stop at the church where a local man was delighted to give the group some 
interesting facts. There was an added bonus in the form of Monica’s birthday and 
chocs to enjoy along the way. Kilnford provided the perfect finish for tea and cakes 
ending a great day for a walk so close to Dumfries!  

Sat. 11th Nov./ Adventure Walk / Cairnsmore of Carsphairn & Beninner /        
10 miles, B+ / Tom Lindsay. There was a good turnout of eleven ramblers for 
this high level classic walk to the north of our region. Parking was at the Green 
Well of Scotland just north of the village of Carsphairn. The weather was in the 
main clear and good for walking. The route followed a long track north east to a 
point where the terrain changed to a steep pull up Dunool, the ridge then carrying 
on to a steep climb over Black Shoulder making for the summit. By now the group 
were in cloud with a strong cold wind and frequent snow showers.  No views from 
here of course so it was time to descend (south east) to the lower summit of 
Beninner. The steep descent continued to Knockwhirn the group now thankfully 
below cloud and into much calmer conditions. The direction continued across 
country aiming for a track by Quantans Hill. Joining the road the way back was 
through the village to a waiting car parked at the Heritage Centre.  

Though at high level there were no views, on the lower slopes the group were 
rewarded with excellent views. The clear visibility was perfect for picking out 
Northern Ireland way to the west. There were also superb views just to the south 



of the North Rhins (a possible future outing!). Although Windy Standard to the 
northeast was out of view there was a wind speed monitor erected near the 
summit (even more turbines?). Underfoot (apart from farm tracks) the ground was 
a mixture of some good paths as well as some roughness in the form of heather 
and tussocks. Wildlife took the form of a fly over of fieldfares at low level, but other 
than that it was great to be out in this sparsely populated wild area. Tea and cakes 
at the end were enjoyed in the Galloway Arms at Crocketford.  

Sun. 12th Nov./ Half Day Walk / PotholmHill, Langholm (plus Warb Law) /        
5 plus 4 miles, C+ / Stuart King. Nine ramblers (including a new girl, Fiona from 
Thornhill) were out today (Margaret Hugo also joining the group for the extension). 
Langholm being just about surrounded by road closures, the group eventually 
started walking after arriving via Eskdalemuir!  From the riverside car park the 
route followed a track in the Langfauld Wood north to Potholm on the River Esk. A 
short climb east found the group on the broad grassy ridge which was followed 
south across Potholm Hill to Castle Hill. All that remained was the short descent 
using a farm track back to the car park. After lunch the extension was south, 
through the town picking up a hillside track to the mast on Warb Hill. The descent 
was east aiming for Skippers Bridge and footpaths back to town 

. It was a lovely sunny day, quite 
warm at low level but an unexpected 
biting north wind higher up on 
exposed hillsides. The hill scenery in 
all directions was superb with the 
Whita Hill Malcolm monument 
dominating in the east. The 
woodland walk just after the start 
paralleled the River Esk was a real 
treat showing of its late autumn 
colour. This was an excellent outing 

the extension proving really worthwhile especially when blessed with good 
weather. The tearoom stop took the form of the lorry driver’s café on the old A74 
(B7076 now). Good value and lots to choose from including chips! 

Sat.18th Nov./ Day Walk / Penpont to Thornhill / 6 miles.C / Grace McBain. 
There was a large group of sixteen ramblers for this walk which included a bus ride. 
While waiting for the bus in Thornhill there was time for a look at the Joseph 
Thomson Memorial (Africa explorer) and luckily there were just sixteen seats 
available on the bus! The route simply followed the right hand bank of the Scar 



Water downstream to its confluence with the River Nith. The left hand bank took the 
group north to Nith Bridge just outside Thornhill. 

The weather was fairly settled with a mixture of cloud and sunny spells though 
later on waterproofs had to be donned for a short but wetting spell. Underfoot the 
going was quite firm though just short of Nith Bridge the minor road proved to be 
the better option than the riverbank.  At the Keir Bridge on the Scar Water there 
was a tea break and a short diversion to Keir Mill (Kirkpatrick McMillan – the bike 
man!) lunch was enjoyed near the confluence but far enough away as not to 
disturb the fishermen – and as a bonus there was a rainbow! Another curious 
observation was the crossing of vapour trails from two jets overhead – looked just 
like the Scottish flag! Tea and cakes at Thomas Tosh in Thornhill ended a good 
day’s outing. 

Sun. 19th Nov. / Day Walk / Broughton Heights and Trahenna Hill / 9 miles, B / 
Tom Lindsay. There were eleven ramblers for this one plus Colin who joined up 
later in the day. The weather was perfect – a winter’s day and bags of sunshine to 
start off with. High cloud cover came across later but all it did was to add a 
different lighting to this wonderful hill landscape. The John Buchan Way was 
followed passing Broughton Place where Tom gave the group a brief talk on its 
history. After a tea break at the base of Clover Law the route simply followed a 
good path over Green Law to the summit trig point on Broughton Heights. Time to 
look around before descending the same way to the tea break stop – and time for 
a well earned lunch. Another hill climb next with a steep pull up over some minor 
tops to Trahenna Hill. With light starting to go there was time for another stop (and 
to let Colin take a diversion to the summit cairn) before making the descent down 
to Broughton and straight into the tearoom at Laurel Bank.  

The weather was the star of the day – a real wintry feel and hardly any wind. The 
ground had frozen in places and the well maintained quad bike tracks made for 
excellent walking, even through managed heather. Some grouse were seen 
(including a black one) which added to the scenery. The visibility remained superb 
throughout. The Pentlands were clearly seen way to the northeast while just to the 
west was Tinto standing proud by itself. Looking south was the flat top of Broad 
Law and beyond the broad skyline of the Moffat Hills. This was just a great day, a 
joy to be out and thoroughly enjoyed by everyone.  

Sat. 2nd Dec. / Day Walk / Dumfries (Byways & Cycle Tracks / 7.5 miles, C / 

Ken Baxter. Fourteen ramblers came along for this urban walk on a good day 

weather-wise, being settled and mild. “ You can’t possibly get lost on this walk” 



quoted one of the group, but two went missing later on then eventually 

reappeared – too much chatting and not paying attention! From Brooms Road the 

route led to St. Michael’s Church first, before heading to the Dock Park then down 

the riverside to Mavis Grove. After a short walk along the New Abbey Road, a 

Core Path headed across the rugby field to Cargenbridge to join the cycle track. 

This was followed on the north side of the town to Nunholm, then continued on to 

the Railway Station. From here pavement took the group (now 14!) back to 

Brooms Road. 

There was a tea break on joining the cycle track and later lunch at Nunholm. St. 

Michael’s Church provided a lot of historical interest with Robert Burns, the 

Typhoid Pit and much more. Otters were seen (a good 10 minute viewing) on the 

way to Mavis Grove and there were goosanders and cormorants as well. This was 

a shortish day walk but a reminder of what can be enjoyed around our town. 

Sun. 3rd Dec. / Day Walk / East of Gatehouse / 11 miles, C+ / Sarah Wood.      

A bright, sunny late autumn day enticed a good group of ten out including Claire 

and Forbes from the Wigtown Ramblers. Setting out from the Gatehouse car park 

and a short jaunt through the Cally Woods to Robbers Gate, the Covenanters Trail 

was joined which involved first a bit of minor road then track passing Drumwall to 

a crossing of tracks on Irelandton Moor. Turning south farm track led to 

Auchengassel then the Old Military Road. The route continued on to the A75, 

crossing it to Glenterry. Some farmland then a tunnel enabled the group to re-

cross the A75 to join a farm track, now heading northwest to a convenient east 

gate of the Cally Woods. All that remained were woodland trails back to the start. 

This well thought out route, though walked at a “fast-ish” pace (to make use of the 

short daylight hours) was thoroughly enjoyed by every one. A tea break was taken 

on Irelandton Moor and later lunch was enjoyed in the comforts of the A75 tunnel 

(seating provided!). The views all day were superb. The Cairnharrow range stood 

out clearly to the west with a snowy Cairnsmore of Fleet in the background. Good 

coastal views as well including lovely Fleet Bay. The Cally Woods were gorgeous 

with the setting sun shining through the now leafless trees. Underfoot the walking 

was firm though there was the occasional muddy section. Some Galloway cattle 



about as well as moorland birds including buzzards and kites. Tea and cakes 

provided in the “Spur” tearoom provided a fitting end to a great day.  

Sat. 9th Dec. / Half Day Walk / Glencaple to Dumfries / 5 miles, C / Lincluden 

College / 4.5 miles C / Stuart King. Nine ramblers started out on this walk 

beginning with a bus ride to Glencaple. The weather was lovely and mostly 

sunny, being cold with 

little wind. The route 

followed the riverbank 

route along the River Nith 

to Kingholm Quay 

continuing on to Dumfries 

where Eric & Vivienne 

left at Dock Park. and later Dave & Gronya left at the Suspension Bridge. The 

remainder continued along to Lincluden Abbey, returning slightly to walk the 

opposite side of the river using the Burns Walk back to the centre of town.  

There was a tea break at Kingholm Quay by the 

“Old Sailing Ship” and later lunch was enjoyed 

at a picnic table by the Robert Burns Centre. 

Lots of birds along the river including a possible 

sighting of a kingfisher. Interestingly just before 

Kingholm Quay there was a large flock of 

Icelandic whooper swans in a field. The river 

was calm and peaceful looking and thankfully 

the frosty ground made the Glencaple section 

so much more enjoyable. Overall a great walk with lots of interest throughout.  

Sequel: later in the walk while meandering the streets of Dumfries, Izzy left the 

group and the remaining four found themselves in Brook Street outside the “Your 

Sweet Home” café and the temptation proved too great. After enormous portions 

of home made cake from Minka – Polish lady – there was extra complimentary 

cake as well!! “Definitely the highlight of the day” was the quote. 

Sun. 10th Dec. / Adventure Walk / Yadburgh Hill & Breconside Hill / 9 miles, B 

/ John Lumb. Due to the uncertainty of ground conditions and weather (ice and 



snow) it was decided to change the walk to something more familiar with an 

element of “adventure” included. As it turned out the weather was fine, being 

mostly sunny, no wind but very cold. Five ramblers turned up and had a most 

enjoyable day. Parking was at the Moffat car park and the route after walking the 

Golf Course road headed north across rough ground loosely following the Roman 

Road. Descending east via Meikleholmside farm to the Beechgrove road (Old 

Edinburgh Road) the group struck off east across country with the view to climbing 

both Hind Hill and Greygill Head by new routes. With daylight starting to go it was 

sensible to follow the Moffat Spa road (Well Road) back to town and straight into 

Brodies for hot chocolate, tea and scones! 

There was snow cover mostly throughout being mostly frozen and “crunchy”. 

Quite a bit of ice as well but this was easily avoided. The views and scenery all 

day was exceptionally superb looking so much better with a few inches of snow 

cover. Several stops along the way including tea break on the Roman Rod, lunch 

on Hind Hill and a final one at the summit of Greygill Head. Some people out 

walking as well including a chat with a lady (plus 2 dogs). Wild life took the form of 

a fox early on enjoying its breakfast, lots of rabbit footprints, some birds including 

heron and some friendly robins. The programmed walk will be offered again later.  

Sat. 16th Dec. / Day Walk / Mabie Forest (plus Christmas Lunch / 4.5 miles, C+ 

/ Peter Challis. It was a really lovely winter day, perfect for a “half day” walk to set 

you up for lunch at the hotel. Nineteen ramblers took part in the walk and two 

more joined the group for the lunch. The forest walk was made up of walking trails, 

 Tom testing his crampons on the icy track 



mountain bike trails and forest trails. There were some minor ascents and 

 

descents, the high points giving some glorious panoramic views including 

Dumfries and the Nith Valley. Underfoot it was fairly firm, dry and frosty in parts 

with some icy sections and various ponds that were passed were quite frozen. 

There were also good close sightings of the “headless lady” (the Ghost Stane) and 

due to some clear felling, the Roundhouse at Marthrown. Interestingly there is a 

lot of clear felling taking place in Mabie due to the “Ash die back” disease. During 

the walk near a “view point” there was a short tea break and curiously on such a 

good day only two other people were seen in the forest walking their dogs. 

The meal went extremely well including a rendering by John Glover of the poem 

“Twelve Days of Turkey” read out with a Yorkshire accent 

Sun. 17th Dec. / Day Walk / Screel and Bengairn / 7 miles, B / John Lumb. 

There were just four out for this walk, the weather having changed dramatically 

overnight to being very mild, driving drizzle, quite windy on exposed sections and 

low cloud with visibility about 100m. As it turned out the walk was more of an 

“adventure” than a day walk where navigation had to be taken carefully across 

undulating, rough, tussocky, heathery hillside. The walk started at the Screel car 

park on the Gelston road and because only one car was taken, finished back here 

instead of Auchencairn. After blundering along the Screel ridge to the summit 

cairn the short steep descent saw the group at the clear felled forest where luckily 

one of the timber extraction tracks had been turned into a kind of path. Time for a 

spot of lunch, then a short climb up to the very exposed Bengairn summit. 

Following loosely the descending ridge to farmland by the ruins of Foresthill farm it 



was time to do some more blundering and adventurous crossing of the swollen 

Troudale burn. Fences, dyke and more clear felling to reach the safety of a forest 

road. A relaxing leg stretch back to the car and straight to the Birchtree in 

Dalbeattie for well-earned refreshments. 

Not much more to say about this walk. A lot of paths that were used were often 

filled with running water. The ground throughout was extremely sodden and 

muddy. No views to speak of early on, but just off the Bengairn summit the cloud 

began to break up and the group were rewarded with great views of coastal 

scenery from Kippford right round passing Hestan Island to Auchencairn. By now 

the rain had eased off which added to the enjoyment of the walk. Wildlife took the 

form of one very wet frog. Despite the sort of day it was everyone was in great 

spirits and really enjoyed the challenge despite ending up quite wet! 

Sat. 30th Dec. / Day Walk / Latrigg & Keswick/ 5.5 miles, C+ / Colin Brickwood. 

This walk had to be changed. The railway line walk from Keswick was still closed 

in various sections for walkers. Parking was still the same by Briar Rigg just north 

of the town.  The changed walk saw the group (10 in number) making their way 

down to Derwent Water by the Theatre on the Lake. The route continued along 

the shore to Calfclose Bay entering Great Wood where a footpath headed to 

Castlerigg Farm. Shortly after crossing the A591 Castle Lane took the group to 

Castlerigg Stone Circle. From here minor road headed back to Keswick via 

Brigham. 

The weather was quite good for the time of the year being mild, damp and no rain. 

The cloud base was low enough to obscure most of the tops but the group 

enjoyed excellent views up and down and across the Lake and it was noted that 

Cat Bells had a dusting of snow. There were quite a few people at the Lake and at 

the jetty the resident ducks, geese and swans were enjoying themselves. With the 

rest of the day free to explore and shop the group had their lunch in various places 

in Keswick arranging to meet up later for the drive back to Dumfries 
 

 

A BIG THANK YOU to all Walk Leaders 

Typing:- Ian Anderson .  Photos:- Pauline Smith & Stuart King.   Edited:- Dave McMaster 


